Who are my Ancestors? 

America: A Nation of Immigrants Project

Dear Parents and Students,

Over the next few weeks we will be exploring America: A Nation of Immigrants; and, how immigrants have influenced our country’s heritage. We will be learning about Ellis Island, the Potato Famine in Ireland, as well as other Immigration stories that enriched our Nation’s history. Your child will be coming home to research their heritage and stories and cultural customs that have come about from their own unique and important backgrounds.  

The Assignment

Students will be writing a brief report at home about their heritage, using the 5WsH model we used to study the different Holidays. They can write them on index cards that I will send home with them. They will use the interview sheet on the back of this sheet to interview a family member(s) to find out about their family’s heritage. 

****The 5WsH stands for WHO/WHAT, WHAT, WHERE, WHEN, WHY and HOW. 

In addition, they will bring a piece of their heritage to class and explain the importance of it to their family and the culture of their family. Some ideas for this are:

· A historical account (story from their families journey to America, or an experience of their ancestors that is interesting and they would like to tell). This can be told orally or you can write it down and read from the paper.

· Family Recipe (make sure you tell where it comes from, and who it came from) Bring a copy for the class/bring a little piece for all too share :)

· Family Heirloom

· Photograph(s) with well-written captions

· Other...(Ask me, and I will let you know how you can present it to the class.

Rubric for Project   (Due Thursday, Feb. 3)
· Brief Report on Index Card is worth 72 points each. 

Who (12 points), What (12 points), Where (12 points), 

When (12 points), Why (12 points) and How (12 points)

· Piece of Your Heritage:  20 points

· Presentation: 8 points for Clarity, Stance and Volume

Interview Sheet with 5WsH

Who were my first relatives to come to America? How are they related to you?

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

What country did they come from? What language did they speak? ______________________________________________________________________________

When did they come to the United States? ___________________________________________

Why did they decide to come to the United States? ______________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

How did they come to the United States, and how (if known) was the experience? ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Where did they go to in the United States/Where did they end up settling? ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Other interesting information (This space can be used to write a historical account/story about your ancestors):

​​​​​​​​​​​​ ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

